
A  F I L M  B Y  S O N I A  B E N  S L A M A

M A C H T A T



SYNOPSIS

Fatma and  her  two daughters ,  Na jeh  and
Waffeh ,  a re  machtat ,  wedd ing  mus ic ians  in
Mahdia ,  a  smal l  c i t y  in  Tun is ia .  The  s is te rs
fo l low oppos i te  paths :  wh i le  Na jeh ,
d ivorced ,  t ry  to  remarry  to  escape  the
author i ty  o f  her  b rothers ,  Waffeh  wishes  to
d ivorce  her  v io lent  husband.  And  Fatma
nav igates  between  the  two ,  p ray ing  that
th ings  wi l l  go  bet te r  one  day .  
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

 
A few years  ago ,  I  d i rected  my  f i rs t  f i lm dur ing  the  wedding  of
a  cous in  in  Tun is ia .  I  was  sur rounded  by  women:  my  aunts ,
cous ins ,  fa ther ’s  cous ins ,  a l l  c rushed  by  the i r  dest in ies  and
the  we ight  o f  t rad i t ions .  Th is  became in  fact  a  cent ra l
quest ion  in  the  f i lm.

For  th is  wedding ,  the  fami ly  h i red  “Fatma and  Na jeh” ,  a
t rad i t iona l  mus ic  band  to  accompany  a l l  the  young  br ide ’s
ceremonies .  R ight  away ,  I  found  them in t r igu ing ,  d i f fe rent  f rom
the  other  women here .  They  seemed more  comfor tab le  w i th
the i r  bod ies  and  wi th  themselves .  I  watched  them as  they  were
set t ing  up ,  nodd ing  a t  known faces .  They  had  an  asser t i ve
gaze ,  p rec ise  movements ,  a  s t rong  presence .  Af te r  the
b less ings ,  they  began  to  s ing  a  deep  and  beaut i fu l  song ,  a
long  and  sad  poem.  

F rom the  f ra i l  and  snappy  body  of  Fatma ,  the  leader ,  comes an
impos ing  vo ice ,  charged  wi th  hope  and  sadness .  The  tu rmoi l  i s
s t i l l  abst ract ;  i t  i s  on ly  the  f i rs t  out  o f  seven  days  the  wedding
counts .  When  the  f i ve  women p lay ,  that  f i rs t  even ing ,  the i r
s ing ing  echoes  the  sur round ing  sadness .  I t  te l ls  the  leap  in to
the  unknown ,  the  fear ,  the  doubt ,  the  pa in  to  leave  ones
parents ,  the  smal lness  of  mar r ied  l i fe ,  and  the  end  of  d reams
of  f reedom.  The  in tens i ty  in  Fatma ’s  vo ice  car r ies  a l l  these
fee l ings ,  those  that  young  g i r ls  can ’ t  express .  

I  see  “Fatma and  Na jeh”  aga in ,  a t  o ther  wedd ings .  No  mat te r
the  wedding ,  the  guests ,  the  p lace ,  they  enter  the  s tage  wi th
the  same conf idence ,  in  match ing  long  f lowery  d resses  and
headscarves ,  hands  c lench ing  the i r  ins t ruments .  

They  hand le  money  and  seem under  the  author i ty  o f  no  man.
And the i r  s ing ing  is  a lways  very  deep .

Spend ing  lo t  o f  t ime wi th  them and  get t ing  to  know them
through  the  years ,  I  rea l i zed  that  Fatma ,  Na jeh  and  Waffeh  a re
marg ina l ised  in  the i r  communi ty .  Because  they  work  dur ing  the
summer  for  long  hours ,  a re  exposed  to  everyone ’s  look ,
because  they  earn  ex t ra  money  wi th  weddings ,  because  peop le
th ink  they  do  some wi tchcraf t  a round  the  br ides - to -be ,  they
are  feared  and  raze  jea lousy  a t  the  same t ime.  No  one  see
them as  ar t is ts ,  they  a re  jus t  par t  o f  t rad i t ion .  Wi th  th is  f i lm ,
the i r  mus ic  and  the i r  vo ices  have  a  cent ra l  space .  
Wi th  th is  f i lm pro ject ,  I  wanted  to  capture  the  contours  of
these  women ’s  ex is tence  and  the i r  cont rad ic t ions .  They  a re
constant ly  to rn  between  the i r  dut ies  as  women and  the i r
des i res  as  mus ic ians ,  between  the  f reedom of  summer  and  the
monotony  of  w in ter ,  between  the i r  f inanc ia l  independence  and
the  author i ty  o f  men sur round ing  them.  

The  t rust  that  we  bu i l t  between  us  gave  me access  to  every
aspect  of  the i r  l i fe  and  they  speak  open ly  about  what ’s  in  the i r
mind .  They  use  the  camera  as  a  too l :  because  we  f i lm ,  they  a re
heard ,  the i r  words  and  the i r  pa in  ex is t .  S lowly ,  the  f i lm
became ours  and  not  on ly  mine .

Son ia  Ben  S lama
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BIOGRAPHY OF SONIA BEN SLAMA
 

Sonia  Ben  S lama is  a  French-Tunis ian  documentary
f i lmmaker .  She  grew up  in  Par is  where  she  s tud ied  ar t
and  c inema at  the  Univers i ty  Sorbonne-Nouvel le .
 
In  2015,  she  d i rected  in  Tunis ia  her  f i rs t  feature
documentary  Maktoub .  The  f i lm te l ls  the  s tory  of  her
grandmother ’s  marr iage  70  years  ago  in  a  smal l  Tun is ian
town and  her  cous in ’s  wedding  nowadays  in  the  very
same p lace.  
 
Machtat ,  her  second f i lm,  is  in  the  cont inu i ty  of  Maktoub
and exp lores  s imi lar  themes f rom a  d i f ferent  ang le .
From the  po int  of  v iew of  three  female  wedding  s ingers ,
the  f i lm ra ises  the  issue  of  marr iages  and  ru les  for
women in  a  pat r ia rcha l  soc iety .  The  f i lm is  premier ing  in
the  In ternat iona l  Compet i t ion  a t  V is ions  du  Rée l  F i lm
Fest iva l  2023.  I t ’ s  a lso  par t  o f  the  ACID  Cannes  2023
program.

Sonia  is  cur rent ly  deve lop ing  a  new feature- length
documentary  pro ject ,  316 Nor th  Main  St reet ,  shot  in  the
Uni ted  States .  

6



BIOGRAPHIES OF THE PRODUCERS
 

TANIA EL  KHOURY / /  KHAMSIN F ILMS

After  f i lmmaking  and  psychology  s tud ies  in  Be i rut ,  Tan ia  E l  Khoury  moved to  Par is  in  2002 where  she
f in ished  her  master ’s  degree  in  c inema.  She  then  jo ined  the  wel l -estab l ished  independent  product ion
company  Moby  D ick  F i lms ,  w i th  which  she  worked  as  lega l  and  f inanc ia l  manager  unt i l  2019.
In  2017,  she  founded the  product ion  company  Khamsin  F i lms in  Be i rut  and  in  2020 she  founded the
Par is-based  product ion  company  Les  F i lms de  l ’A l ta ï .  She  produced  recent ly  the  la test  feature  f ic t ion  of
f i lmmaker  Ghassan  Sa lhab ,  The  R iver  ( In ternat iona l  Compet i t ion ,  Locarno  2021)  and  Sonia  Ben  S lama’s
newest  feature  documentary  Machtat  ( In ternat iona l  compet i t ion  V is ions  du  Rée l ,  ACID  Cannes  2023) .

CÉCILE  LESTRADE,  ÉL ISE  HUG / /  ALTER EGO PRODUCTION

Al ter  ego  product ion  is  a  company  created  in  2001 in  Or leans ,  F rance.  S ince  2010,  the  producers  Céc i le
Lest rade  and  then  E l ise  Hug have  been  produc ing  documentary  f i lms  by  d i rectors  who express  a  s t rong ,
sharp  and  personal  po int  of  v iew and  they  have  produced  about  twenty  f i lms.  A l ter  ego  is  successfu l ly
invo lved  in  the  co-product ion  of  feature  f i lms  by  co-produc ing  Samouni  Road  by  Stefano  Savona ,
se lected  in  2018 at  La  Quinza ine  des  réa l isateurs ,  o r  Sans  f rapper  by  A lexe  Poukine ,  se lected  in  more
than  40  fest iva ls  around the  wor ld  s ince  2019;  and  most  recent ly  Machtat  by  Sonia  Ben  S lama -
premiere  a t  V is ions  du  Rée l  and  par t  of  the  ACID  se lect ion  in  2023.
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CREDITS
 

CAST
Fatma Khayat
Najeh  Ghared
Waffeh  Ghared

CREW 
Wri t ten  and  d i rected  by  Sonia  Ben  S lama
Di rector  o f  photography  / /  Evgenia  A lexandrova
Sound  / /  Soussen  Tatah  
Edi t ing  / /  Young-Sun Noh
Sound des ign  //  Rana  E id  
Mix ing  //  Lama Sawaya
Color  g rad ing  //  Alexandra  Pocquet
Producers  / /  Khamsin  F i lms –  Tania  E l  Khoury  / /  A l ter  Ego  Product ion  –  Céc i le  Lest rade  &  E l ise  Hug
Coproducer  / /  Lyon Capi ta l  TV

PARTNERS
In  assoc ia t ion  wi th   
Chicken  &  Egg  P ic tures
With  the  suppor t  o f  
Cic l ic  –  Région  Centre-Val  de  Lo i re
Centre  Nat iona l  du  C inéma et  de  l ’ Image Animée –  CNC
Wor ld  C inema Fund
Doha F i lm Inst i tu te
AFAC –  Arab  Fund  for  Ar ts  and  Cul ture
Pér iphér ie  -  Centre  Régiona l  de  Créat ion  C inématographique
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CONTACTS
 

PRESS
Anne-L ise  Kontz
N66 
+33 7  69  08  25  80
anne- l i se@n66. f r

SALES & FESTIVALS
Tania  E l  Khoury
Khamsin  F i lms
sa les@f i lmsde la l ta i .com

INFOS
Lebanon ,  Tun is ia ,  F rance ,  Qatar  –  Co lor  –  82  min  –  1 :85  –  5 .1
©Al te r  Ego  Product ion  –  Khamsin  F i lms  –  Lyon  Cap i ta l  TV

mailto:anne-lise@n66.fr
mailto:sales@filmsdelaltai.com

